
Modified Prescription-Event 
Monitoring (MPEM) methodology 

The figure below describes the step wise approach by which data is obtained and 

processed for M-PEM studies: 

 

 

DSRU notifies NHS Business Services Authority of 
study drug 

 
 

DSRU receives data from dispensed primary care 
NHS prescriptions issued by GPs in England from the 

date of market launch 
 
 

M-PEM questionnaires sent to GP who prescribed the 
product (e.g. ≥3/ 6 /12 months after first primary-care 

prescription issued for patient) 
 
 

Information requested on questionnaire includes 
patients’ baseline demographic and general health 

data, relevant to the safety concern under investigation  
 
 

M-PEM questionnaires returned to DSRU where data 
are quality checked and coded into DSRU database  

 
 

Selected events of medical interest, deaths (where 
cause not known) and pregnancies followed up using 

further questionnaires sent to GP 
 

 

 

Further detail is available in this publication: Layton, D., Hazell, L., & Shakir, S. A. (2011). Modified 
prescription-event monitoring studies: a tool for pharmacovigilance and risk management. Drug safety, 
34(12), e1–e9. 


